HACKER-IN-CHIEF:
Zuckerbergin
2006inPaloAlto

;E

MARK

ZUCKERBERG

COMPANY:

Facehook

e © BYTHETIMEMark
DU I Ut . Zuckerberg
MARKETVALUE: celebrates his
$75hillion- ' 28th birthday
$10Flhillinn , this May, Face-
Setmate) ; book will in all
EMPLOYEES: likelihood have gone public
3,200 and become the biggest IPO
TS of all time. The long-antici-
ﬂiﬁf—;ce pated event will create hun-
paranofs. dreds of millionaires, result

in a valuation of an Internet
company that will approach

$100 billion, and make the geek who dropped out
of Harvard University his generation’s Bill Gates.

Yetit has been only eight years since the social-
networking site was launched from Zuckerberg’s
dormroom atHarvard. Itwould be easy tochalka
good bit of his success to luck and timing. But that
would bea serious mistake. What's helped make
Facebook the world’s dominant social networkis an
obsessive entrepreneurial geniuswho hastakena
page from another of Silicon Valley’s legendary deni-
zens, Intel’'s Andy Grove, who famously stated—and
lived by—the dictum that only the paranoid survive.

Zuckerbergis the Valley’s most paranoid entre-
preneur these days, taking nothing for granted. It’s
why he has pushed out a constant flow of innovative
changesto Facebook’s platform, making it easier for
developersto create applications for the community
and ensuring that each new iteration keepsit ahead
of the competition. It’s the single mostimportant
explanation for why Facebook has yet to face any
formidablerivalinits space, including last year’s chal-
lenge from heavyweight Google.
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